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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 02407 

MILITARY ADDRESSEES ALSO FOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, MNUC, FR 

SUB J : NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIP (NPW) VISITS TO FRANCE 

REFS: A. STATE 312221 DTG 282324Z DEC 76 NOTAL. 

B. PARIS 27808 DTG 221900Z SEP 76. 

1 . EMBOFF ON JANUARY 25 PROVIDED ESSENCE OF US POSI- 
TION (REF A) ON NPW VISITS TO PHILIPPE LOUET. 

COUNSELOR IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S OFFICE OF SCIEN- 
TIFIC AFFAIRS, WHO HAS PRIMARY ACTION RESPONSIBILITY 
ON NPW ISSUE. DELAY IN PRESENTATION OF US POSITION 
SINCE RECEIPT REF A WAS CAUSED BY LOUET’S ABSENCE ON 
VACATION AND ILLNESS. WE HAD INFORMED QUAI POLITICAL 
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DIRECTOR DE LABOULAYE UPON RECEIPT OF REF A THAT WE 
HAD POSITION. HE (AND SUBSEQUENTLY OTHER QUAI OFFI- 
CIALS) RECOMMENDED THAT WE AWAIT LOUET S RETURN FOR 
DETAILED DISCUSSION AS HE WOULD BE THE RESPONSIBLE 
ACTION OFFICER. 

2. EMBOFF OUTLINED SUBSTANCE OF REF A, LEAVING COPIES 
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OF HIS KING POINTS WITH LOUET (COPIES TO BE 
POUCHED PM/NPO). EMBOFF EMPHASIZED THAT CONDITION 3 
OF FRENCH PAPER (REF B) WHICH APPEARS TO REQUEST THE 
USG TO' RECOGNIZE THE COMPETENCE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF PARIS TO RULE ON COMPENSATION SUITS" COULD CREATE 
SERIOUS PROBLEM IF IT MEANS THAT USG MUST AGREE IN 
ADVANCE TO WAIVE ITS SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY. LOUET TOOK 
NOTE OF THAT POINT AND SAID HE COULD APPRECIATE BASIS 
OF US CONCERN. 

3. EMBOFF REQUESTED CLARIFICATION OF THE WORD 
"INSURANCE" IN THE SECOND CONDITION OF THE FRENCH PAPER 
AND THE SENTENCE "IN PRACTICE, SUIT MAY BE BROUGHT 
AGAINST THE INSURANCE COMPANY." LOUET RESPONDED 
THAT HE PERSONALLY AGREED WITH US POINT THAT "INSUR- 
ANCE" IS NOT RELEVANT IN THE CONTEXT OF WARSHIPS. 

HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT GOF ITSELF DOES NOT CARRY 
INSURANCE ON ITS WARSHIPS OR FOR THAT MATTER ANY OTHER 
GOVERNMENT-OWNED CIVILIAN OR MILITARY VEHICLES OR 
EQUIPMENT. THUS HE PERSONALLY AGREES THAT THE COMMON 
PRACTICE, CONSISTENT WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW, IS THAT 
WARSHIPS ARE NOT INSURED REGARDLESS OF THE TYPE OF 
PROPULSION. LOUET CONTINUED THAT HE PLANS TO EXPLORE 
THIS IN DETAIL WITH QUAI AND MINISTRY OF DEFENSE 
LEGAL DEPARTMENTS FROM WHICH THIS POINT EMANATED. 

4. LOUET COMMENTED OVERALL THAT HE FELT THAT THE US 
HAD MOVED CLOSER TO THE FRENCH POSITION. HOWEVER, 

HE WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO MAKE ANY OFFICIAL RESPONSE 
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AT THIS TIME. HE WILL INITIATE A REVIEW WITHIN THE 
MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE SO THAT THE 
GOF WILL BE IN A POSITION TO RESPOND TO THE US POINTS 
IN THE HOPE OF CONTINUING A DIALOGUE WHICH CAN LEAD 
TO RESOLUTION OF THE ISSUE. HE CONCLUDED BY STATING 
THAT IT IS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT THERE IS GENERAL 
AGREEMENT AT POLITICAL LEVELS BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERN- 
MENTS THAT US NPW VISITSTO FRANCE ARE DESIRABLE. 
HOWEVER, IT REMAINS FOR THE TECHNICIANS TO ACHIEVE A 
SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM WHICH WILL NOT REQUIRE ANY 
CHANGE IN FRENCH LAW WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE SUBMITTED 
TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. LOUET SAID THAT IT WAS HIS 
PERSONAL OPINION THAT BY CONTINUING AN EXCHANGE OF 
VIEWS WITH THE US A RESOLUTION CAN BE ACHIEVED. 
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